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ANALISIS 


Everything seems to indicate that Mr. Reagan’s Administration 
feels that North American citizens have no right to listen to the 
voices of Nicaraguans. 


United States public opinion is daily presented with a series 
of affirmations about Nicaragua that are plainly and simply false, 
or else are half-truths. On the basis of these affirmations an 
attempt is made to justify to the North American people an 
increasing involvement in a war against Nicaragua. - 


We speak to you from a country that is at war: not only the single 
war we would have wished to wage, which is the war against 
underdevelopment, but also a war against military forces 
organized by the North American administration. U.S. 
governing circles openly discuss the amounts to be assigned to 
covert operations against Nicaragua: operations that to us signify 
air raids, sabotage of productive centers, death, massive 
migrations and great economic losses. 


There is much discussion about the internal situation in 
Nicaragua. The Sandinist Rrevolution is placed in question, but 
there is little discussion about the presumed right of the 
government of the United States to decide the destruction of our 
people. 


This war, in which the United States is directly involved, 
today costs the North American taxpayers millions of dollars. 
Tomorrow this war may cost the North American people 
thousands of lives, as it is costing us Nicaraguans at present. 


What does not seem to be much discussed is the right of one 
country to attack another, or the right of a powerful country like 
the United States to decide the destiny of a country that is nearly 
80 times smaller in size and in population. 
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INTENTION 


The mains theses of the empire on Nicaragua. 


We would like to briefly analyze some of the principal theses that 
the Reagan Administration presents concerning Nicaragua. Each of 
these theses is managed so as to create a sentiment of support by North 

American public opinion for the actions the Administration has taken to 
destroy our Sandinist Popular Revolution. 
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FIRST MISTAKEN THESIS 


Nicaragua is the arena of an East-West struggle 


If it be true that Latin America is poor and backward, Central 
America is even more so. The per capita income of Latin Americans is 
1,554 dollars per year; that of Central Americans is 472 dollars. That of 
North American is approximately 10,000 dollars. Some 6.7 percent of 
Latin Americans live in Central America, but they produce only 2 
percent of the gross national product of Latin America. 


Life expectancy in Central America is about 50 years, according to 
the fraudulent official data that Central American government have 
historically provided. Central Americans live an average 23 years less 
than persons born in the United States. There are places in Central 
America where infant mortality reaches the figure of 200 per 1,000 
births. In the United States, infant mortality is only 13 per 1,000 births. 


Five percent of the population —the richest sector— appropriated, 
until the revolutionary victory, 43 percent of everything our country 
produced. These figures are not much different from other existing 
realities in Central America. 


Central America has been victimized by dictatorships, each of 
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which might have provided a verse for the Apocalypse. The last 
dictatorship suffered by Nicaragua lasted nearly half a century. It has 
been conservatively calculated that the National Guard, Somoza’s 
army, assassinated more than 300,000 Nicaraguans. Since 1954, more 
than 100,000 persons have been assassinated in Guatemala, and the 
Salvadorans, since 1979, have paid the same quota that we did in the 
final stage of our struggle against Somoza: nearly 50,000 human lives. 


Hunger is nota conflict between East and West; hunger is a conflict 
between the dictatorial regimes and our peoples, who are hungry as well 
for justice. ‘‘General Hunger’’ is the commander-in-chief of Central 
American peoples. This sophism concerning the East-West conflict is, 
therefore, a deliberate lie to justify aggression against our peoples. The 
problem must be posed in other terms. Ours is a struggle of national 
affirmation and it is a struggle that has the objective of ending under- 
-development, social injustice and oppression. 


SECOND MISTAKEN THESIS 


“Nicaragua threatens 
the national security of the United States” 


Nicaragua is 80 times smaller than the United States, and it has 
almost 90 times fewer inhabitants. The total cost of manufacturing the 
United States’ B-1B strategic bombers alone is 62 times greater than the 
annual budget of the Republic of Nicaragua. 


_How can we bea threat to the national security of the United States? 
Militarily it is absurd to attemp any comparison, besides which our 
doctrine as well as our armament has a strictly defensive character. 


THIRD MISTAKEN THESIS 


A civil war is under way in Nicaragua 


An attempt has also been made to create the impression that a 
spontaneous conflict has developed in Nicaragua, in which a part of the 
population is fighting against revolutionary power. 


It is enough to have a minimum of common sense, enough to visit 
Nicaragua, to realize the extraordinary degree of popular support that 
our Revolution enjoys: 


What then is the origin of the war? It has become axiomatic that the 
military forces that attack Nicaragua come from Honduran and Costa 
Rican territory and that the intellectual and material author of this 
invasion is the government of the United States. To affirm the contrary is 
to reduce the obvious to a scandalous lie. 


It has even been stated, overstepping all logic, that we might 
threaten the Panama Canal, as if we had either the desire or the military 
capability to do so. Some sustain that this danger derives from the fact 
that we ‘export’ the Revolution - as if revolutions were cotton or coffee. 


Faced with the evident weakness of all these arguments, at a certain 
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moment it was said that nuclear missiles pointed at the United States 
would be installed in Nicaragua. Nobody has asked us to install missiles 
in Nicaragua, nor have we requested missiles of anyone. Of course, the 
lie bears fruit, and this was the philosophy of the Third German Reich 
which uphel the maxim: ‘‘Lie, and lie again; something will remain.’’ 


The United States government, acting through the Central 
Intelligence Agency, reassembled members of Somoza’s former 
National Guard who were dispersed throghout Guatemala, Honduras, El 
Salvador and the United States, forming them into what was ultimately 
called the Nicaraguan Democratic Front. These former members of 
Somoza’s army were concentrated by the United States in Honduran 
territory, as everyone knows. These counter-revolutionary forces 
commenced harrassing our military installations. At the same time, by 
means of radio and through direct agents who based their appeal on the 
separatist tendencies of some leaders of the Miskito population, they 
were able to draw a sector among them into counter-revolutionary 
activity. 


Is this a war between Nicaraguans? 


Oris it an external aggression? Can there be a civil war when one of 
the bands is organized, directed, armed and financed from abroad? Civil 
war in Nicaragua? A civil war is what exists in El Salvador. The 
affirmation that there is a civil war in Nicaragua is an effort to legitimize 
political cynicism; it is an attempt create the image that there exists in 
Nicaragua a situation analogous to that of El Salvador; it is a useless 
attempt to propose a possible solution at the Central American level 
from a position of strength and black mail. 


FOURTH MISTAKEN THESIS 


Nicaragua today is a satellite of the Cubans and Soviets 


It is still fresh in the memory of Nicaraguans that the highest 
authority in our country during the time of Somoza, was the Ambassador 
of the United States. We are struggling, fundamentally, to be masters of 
our decision. This is an elementary principle of national pride. 


This affirmation that Nicaragua is dominated by the Cubans and 
the Soviets seems to be based on an ignorance of the pride and the force 
of national feeling of the Nicaraguans. In honor to truth and with full 
knowledge of the facts, I can affirm that neither the Soviet ambassador, 
nor the Cuban ambassador, nor Fidel Castro —with whom we have 
frequently conversed— nor the Soviet leader, Yuri Andropov —with 
whom we have also conversed— has ever told us what we must do. To 
think the contrary would be to accept that we have no critiera of our own, 
that we haven no respect for the blood of our martyrs, that we are simply 
puppets. All the North American friends with whom we have spoken are 
witnesses to our national pride. 


Who among you can believe that we lack the audacity and valor to 
make our own decisions? Were we sufficiently dishonorable to 
surrender ourselves, there can be no doubt whatsoever that it would be 


10 


—SS 


much easier and much more comfortable to surrender ourselves to the 
government of the United States. 


Our international policy is non-aligned and Third Worldist, and 
this cannot only be measured through occasional votes in the United 
Nations, but in all the variety of relations we maintain with European, 
Asian, African and, naturally, with American nations. 


Only 8.8 percent of our foreign commerce in 1982 was with 
socialist countries. We trade twice as much with Western Europe or with 
the United States as with all the socialist countries combined. 


Where is the Soviet and Cuban dominion? In the political sphere we 
are extremely jealous of our independence. In the economic sphere we 
have relations four times greater with non-socialist countries than with 
the socialists. 


We have received respectful treatment from Cuba and the Soviet 
Union, without any sort of conditions. This is the same treatment we 
would like to have from the United States: a relationship of mutual 
respect and cooperation. 
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FIFTH MISTAKEN THESIS 


There is a totalitarian dictatorship in Nicaragua 


Constructing a new state is like erecting a new structure on the ruins 
of an old building that has been struck by a cataclysm. In Nicaragua, we 
have to change everything down to our very mental concepts, inasmuch 
as it was a country ruled by indifference, corruption and selfishness. 
Although is seems difficult to believe, in Nicaragua under the Somoza 
dictatorship, honesty was looked on askance. 


With its feet firmly planted in this reality, with all its contradictions 
and incongrtuities, the Sandinist National Liberation Front designed a 
policy of alliances to confront the Somoza tyranny: a policy that had its 
continuity in a pluralistic and participative conception following the 
revolutionary victory. 


The concrete expression of this pluralism and participation is the 
Council of State. In the Council of State are represented seven political 
parties, seven labor organizations, five private enterprise organizations, 
diverse religious sectors, universities, youth and women’s 
organizations, etc. 


In this same context, we have committed ourselves to holding 
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elections, opening the electoral process in 1984 to arrive at its 
culmination in 1985. In this way we are accomplishing what was 
promised in 1980, a few months after the triumph. On 21 Febrary, the 
exact date of the elections, which are scheduled for the first months of 
1985, will be announced. 


During these years we have carried out a series of reforms whose 
only objective has been to advance on the road to democracy, teaching 
40 percent of our population to read, creating a totally new judicial 
system to replace the dictatorship’s corrrupt system, stimulating a 
people that was oppressed for a half century to organize itself and to 
participate in the decisions that affect its destiny. All of this has been 
accomplished in 5 years. Have the North Americans forgotten that in 
their country the first elections were held in 1789, thirteen years after 
the Declaration of Independence? 


The accusation of totalitarianism has sought arguments in a 
supposed suppression of freedom of the press. In Nicaragua there are 
nine newspapers, three dailies and six weeklies. Of the three daily 
newspapers, one is the official organ of the FSLN; the other two, Nuevo 
Diario and La Prensa are private. There are 46 radio stations, of 
which 25 -or 55 percent- are privately owned. Through these 
and through La Prensa, the declarations and analyses of parties 
opposing the FSLN are transmitted every day. What is being censored? 
that which every State censors when confronted with a war situation, as 
was the case of the North American State during World War II. 
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SIXTH MISTAKEN THESIS ~— 


Nicaragua violates human rights 
against the Miskitos and practices repression 


It is necessary to commence by saying that the North American 
administration has contentedly proclaimed that there is a notable 
improvement in the observance of human rights in Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Chile and Paraguay, and that in Nicaragua the respect for 
human tights has deteriorated and continues to deteriorate. The 
comparison is odious, because they speak of the improvement of human 
rights in countries where genocide has become commonplace, and they 
say that human rights have deteriorated in a country where there are no 
executions, where torture has been virtually eradicated, where 
prisoners, including Somocistas, have been located in work centers 
where they have a continuing relationship with their families and many 
of them are under a regime of what we call “‘open farms.”’ in which there 
are no sentries other than those of moral preachment and our own 
confidence in the prisoners: open farms without police and without bars, 
and if this audacious measure raises some doubt, I invite anyone who 
holds this doubt to visit Nicaragua and observe this beautiful, 
profoundly humane project in action. 


Many Miskitos were decived, becoming objects for recruitment by 
tne counter-revolution on the Atlantic Coast. There they lived in virtual 
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concentration camps. Many remained in Nicaragua, and some were 
resettled in zones that a number of your have certainly visited, where 
they have everything that our scanty resources can provide them. 


But since we are conscious that the Miskitos who committed crimes 
against order and public security were deceived and manipulated, the 
Governing Junta of National Reconstruction recently decreed a total 
amnesty for them so that all those who are outside the country may return 
to the bosom of their families as well as those who have been released 
after having been held in prison. 


Witnesses of the treatment we grant prisoners are the International 
Red Cross, the Commission of Human Rights, a group of North 
American jurists headed by Mr. Ramsey Clark, writers of worldwide 
prestige such as Julio Cortazar, Carlos Fuentes, Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Gunther Grass and Graham Greene, among others. 
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SEVENTH MISTAKEN THESIS 


In Nicaragua there is religious persecution 


We have affirmed, and we repeat once more, that the Nicaraguan 
people is .revclutionary and Christian. Numerous priests, pastors, 
nionks and nuns, participate fully in the revolutionary process. This 
participation had its origin in the old nightmare of injustice and 
exploitation that our people endured, in the renovating ideas of the 
Second Vatican Council, and in the flexibility and vision of Nicaraguan 
revolutionary leaders. 


Many Christians participated as militants in the Sandinist National 
Liberation Front. There were Christians who gave their lives for our 
revolution, including some priests who fell in combat, such as Father 
Gaspar Garcia Laviana. Various Catholic priest are Minister of State, 
others are diplomat. The spiritual guide of Nicaraguan youth is the Jesuit 
priest, Fernando Cardenal. 


I will not point out the variety and number of religious people in the 
intermediate strata of revolutionary power, though'it might be well to 
mention that some Ministers of State, such as those of Education and 
Housing, are militant Christians. There are institutions such as the 
Valdiviesan Center, the Central American Historical Institute and the 
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Center of Agrarian Studies and Promotion under the responsibility of 
religious personnel 


Part of the Catholic hierarchy is opposed and politically hostile to 
the Revolution. They adopt positions that-go beyond the religious fields, 
and in this sense there are contradictions, but on the level of freedom of 
religion, they have never suffered any interference from out authorities. 
During the past weeks we have had a series of dialogues with the 
bishops, which have served to better relations with the Episcopal 
Conference. 
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EIGHTH MISTAKEN THESIS 


Nicaragua foments an arms race in Central America 


Let us depart form a real fact: Nicaragua was first threatened and then 
invaded. We have the right and the obligation to defend ourselves, and 
we also have the duty to not attack other countries. We do not propose to 
invade Honduras, and obviously we do not propose to invade the United 
States. Therefore, our arms and our military doctrine are of a defensive 
nature. 


We must ask who is attacking Nicaragua? Is it not the United 
States? Did they not recently approve 24 million dollars for what they 
call’ covert operations’ against my country? Is it not the United States 
that presently has 5.145 soldiers in Honduran territory? Is it not the 
United States that has constructed three airfields in Honduras: to 
facilitate ‘rapid deployment’ against Nicaragua? Is it not the United 
States that constructs radar bases, that has spy planes furrowing our air 
space and great fleets navigatin along our coasts? Is it not the United 
States that promotes the reactivation of that union of repressive armies 
called CONDECA, from which they illegally wish to exclude 
Nicaragua? They attack us on all sides, then they accuse us of arming 
because we are preparing for our own defense. 


Honduras now has a great quantity of sophisticated armament: 
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Scorpion tanks, A-37 aircraft, several dozen fighter bombers and 
helicopters, besides a training program and organizations of a clearly 
offensive character against Nicaragua. 


We are not worried by the quantity of arms possessed by Honduras, 
inasmuch as it has a perfect right to have them so long as they are not 
used against another country. 


We also, naturally, have a perfect right to poseess arms, and no one 
can call this right into question so long as we do not use them against 
another country. The danger, therefore, lies in the decision to attack, 
that is to say, in the decision to make war. We are more preoccupied by 
the enormous military arsenal that the United States has in the Panama 
Canal Zone, which is a sort of small capital of aggession against Latin 
America. 


We lack airplanes, and we do not have enough weapons for each 
Nicaraguan to shoulder a rifle. That is to say, our problem is not one of a 
lack of people willing to fight, but a lack of arms. We are convinced that 
the problem of other Central American countries is not one of arms, but 
of men. 


We know what war is, because we have made war in order to 
achieve peace. We know what war is, because we are at war to defend 
peace. This explains why we arm ourselves, and this explains why we go 
about the world demanding its intervention on behalf of peace. We grasp 
the steel of war in our country because no alterntive exists, and we have 
been disposed to come to the United States to engage in a dialogue for 
peace, because it is the best alternative. 


We granted amnesty because we are strong. We will hold elections 
because we are storng; we are generous because we are strong. We are 
strong because we are right; we are strong because here the p.uple have 
the arms; we are strong because here democracy, justice, respect for 
human dignity, national dignity, and national honor predominate. 


Among the peace proposals for the Central American area, we have 
included the theme of military advisers and that of armaments. We 
proposed the withdrawal of all military advisers in the area and the 
freezing of armaments in the entire region. Would not this be an 
effective step toward achieving peace? 
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The North American people has the right to be well-informed, it has the 
right to demand that its governors present it with real facts rather than 
lies or half-truths to justify actions against other peoples. It has the right 
to listen to the victims: it has the obligation to judge the victimizers. 


Nicaragua is never going to attack the United States; Nicaragua is 
attacked by the United States. The North American people have the right 
and the duty to know this. 


.The North American administration has two options: either it 
continues along the belligerent path that only presages an enormous cost 
in lives, not only of Central Americans but also of North Americans, or 
else it decides to engage in dialogue, to understand our peoples, to 
collaborate with social changes and with the posibility of development. 


Speach that Commander of the Revolution Tomas Borge would have 
delivered to the people of the United States if he had been aloud to enter 


this country. 
AFTER 50 YEARS..... SANDINO LIVES ON! 
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